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cause. At the general election of December, 1918, the Sinn Feiners secured 73 of the 86 seats in Nationalist Ireland, but instead of taking their seats in the Imperial Parliament, these newly elected members constituted themselves an Irish Assembly (Dail Eireann), set up departments for administration and elected Mr. de Valera in his absence President of the Irish Republic. A desperate struggle now set in between the Irish Republicans and the Government, and in the next eighteen months, shootings, burnings, lootings and outrages of all kinds, involving many innocent people, were practised on both sides and in all parts of Ireland, including the Northern counties.
The Government had great provocation, especially in the murders of the twenty-one officers who were shot in cold blood in their lodgings on November 21, 1920, but its policy of " reprisals " practised by the " Black and Tans," an auxiliary force which seemed to pay as little regard to the law as the rebels, shocked the public conscience and gave rise to an increasing volume of protest. Mr. Asquith and Lord Grey, with the great majority of English Liberals behind them, denounced what they called a " competition in crime," and predicted widespread demoralization if the Government permitted the law to be " reduced to the level of the criminal." The Archbishop of Canterbury spoke of "casting out Satan by Beelzebub. ' The dictators of Europe were to better the example of the " Black and Tans " in subsequent years, but in 1920 Europeans were not habituated to the practice of these methods by their rulers, and expressed horror and disapproval at their adoption by Great Britain. Worst of all, fuel "was being provided for an anti-British campaign in America which seriously threatened good relations with the United States.
Mr. Lloyd George, the Prime Minister, protested that he was battling with a murderous conspiracy and using the only weapons at his disposal, but it was clear that if these were the only weapons, die British people, with their ingrained sense of legality, would not long persist in using them. The situation was now highly confused. While pursuing its reprisals the Government had obtained the consent of its Unionist supporters to go forward with the Parliamentary Home Rule which they had rejected when the Irish accepted it, but which
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